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A s b e s t o s c l eanup s chedul ed tbegin in J u n e
Grace will pay one way or the other,says EPA

By David F. L a t h a m of The M o n t a n i a n
The c l eanup of t r e m o l i t e asbes tos at two former vermiculi te s i t e s in and near Libby wil l begin in J u n e ,Grace & Co. w i l l pay the costs, according to an o f f i c i a l of the U.S. Environmental Protec t ion Agency."We're p l a n n i n g two removals th i s summer ... at the former screening p l a n t and the former e x p a n d i n g pDiana Hammer o f EPA's H e l e n a o f f i c e . Hammer was speaking a t a meet ing o f the Community A d v i s o rA p r i l 27 in Libby.Grace announced A p r i l 18 that it r e j e c t e d an EPA p l a n for removing asbestos f r om the c o m p a n y ' s f o rmscreening plant and expanding p l a n t . But the c l eanup will happen r egard l e s s of Grace's a p p r o v a l , EPAThe former screening p lan t was l o ca t ed on Hwy. 37 at Rainy Creek Road and is now the site of RaintreThe former e x p a n d i n g p l a n t was located on proper ty now owned by the city of Libby , a d j a c e n t the ra i l rand baseball f i e l d s near the Hwy. 37 Kootenai River bridge. M i l l w o r k W e s t is p r e s e n t l y lo ca t ed there bis t ry ing to f i n d a new l o ca t i on for that business, according to L i b b y Mayor T o n y Berget.Hammer t o l d the group, "We're hop ing to start [the c l e a n u p ] early June . We hope to have those c o m p l eend of S e p t e m b e r . [W.R. Grace] didn't want to sign any sort of consensual agreement," Hammer said."We're now left with a c o u p l e of op t i on s . One is, we order them to do it ... [that is,] we say, here's the cneeds to be done, here's how you need to do it, here's the time f rame , go to it," Hammer said."Our second o p t i o n is ... we tap into the [EPA] S u p e r f u n d ... we pay, we hire contractors, we do the clewe go back and b i l l Grace for it. Regard l e s s of the op t i on s , Grace w i l l u l t i m a t e l y pay," Hammer said.The company has reasons for not wanting to s ign an agreement with EPA, according to Carol Ray, whGrace but is not a company representat ive . (Grace representative A l a n S t r i n g e r could not attend the mebecause of an out-of-town commitment.)""Part of [the reason Grace won't s i gn] is because the analyt ical method has not been determined. T h e ywould have been s ign ing onto an agreement ... that they didn't know what they were s igning on to ... thhave been s i g n i n g a blank check," Ray said.Ray also questioned the wisdom of d i s t u rb ing the sites until more is known about the risk they pose."Can I ask [EPA], if you have not adequate ly determined how you're even go ing to measure a risk, whgoing to disturb those s i t e s b e f o r e you know how how you're go ing to measure those risks? And why yrushing into that step?" Ray asked.Hammer said the two si tes are c l e a r l y a risk and c leanup is warranted."It's very clear that there's a high level of asbestos [at the two s i t e s ] in the soil and in some cases, b u i l d ineeds to be removed. There's no question about the risk," Hammer said.Raintree Nurs ery owner Lerah Parker spoke of the need for immedia t e c leanup." W e ' r e s t i l l e x p o s i n g t h e p e o p l e i n Libby [ t o a s b e s t o s] . T h e r e ' s a h igh school drinking party every F r i dRainy Creek Road and everyone up there is g e t t i n g exposed. It needs to be cleaned up now," Parker saiG a y l a B e n e f i e l d asked why EPA had not immed ia t e ly moved Parker and her husband Mel, who live atRaintree Nurs ery s i t e , when their p r o p e r t y was i d e n t i f i e d as being contaminated with asbestos."The risk of asbestos in the soil is high, too high, and it's very clear we need to take some action," Ham"That didn't t rans la t e into an immediate h e a l t h risk ... l ike if it were a chlorine s p i l l . I think for that reash a v e n ' t [moved t h e Parkers]."Grace operated Libby's vermicul i te mine f r o m 1963 to 1990. The EPA has de t ermined that at least twocontain dangerous l e v e l s of asbestos. EPA is waiting until the dry weather of summer to conduct tes t s fon Rainy Creek Road.
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